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As a local United Methodist Congregation we promise to honor God with:
Our Prayers
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Saybrook United Methodis
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2022 CHRI STMAS FAMI LY ADOP-
| S UNDERWAY
HERE ARE SOME DATES AND I D
PLEASE PRAY
roughout this entire proje:
mily doing our &owdr kndWe&av
each of the 21 families a
ughout this entire project, pra
ch family doing our &owdr Rnd Sa
NOW Sock mitten hat tree iIis in the ha
nursery waiting for your donations
Nov -lébc ##ood and per sonal items are bein
(Or just outside the door if the

Nov -lébc 7Si gnp sheets for Turkeys and paper
i n board across from

Nov -Dé&c D@Bnations of sheets, bl ankets anct
on the second floor wuntil Dec. 3r«
the fellowship hall KOohnr ei tsat rnya sd oFnas
are accepted.

Nov -R@&c @Gilft suggestion ornaments will b
sign up sheet for any ornament you
the bulletin board.

PLEASE MAKE SURE YOU SI GN YOUR NAM
LETTER AND NUMBER ON THE ORNAMENT

DecemberDé&8&8dl ine for alll purchased and w
paper ornament need to be placed «
(L Nur sery)

G
DECEMBER 17 2022 DI STRI BUTI ON DAY

Our Lord has Blessed this program f
to Hi m. Thank you for all you
I f you have any questions pl



Community Christian Bible Study
EVERYONE WELCOME!

Advent
Hope - Peace - Love - Joy

* %k *

Come and Enjoy an Hour of Christian Fellowship

Presented by Pastor Vernon Palo
Saybrook United Methodist Church

Location: The Little Pie Shop and Cafe
Corner of Highway 45 and Carpenter Road, Ashtabula, OH

Every Tuesday for 4 Weeksat 1 2 : 30 p m
"The Redemption of Scrooge’by Matt Rawle

Date/Time: Topics
Nov. 29 1:00 PM BAH! HUMBUG!

“Our church gathers in the present
To ponder the past for a future hope.”
Dec. 06 1:00 PM The Remembrance of Christmas Past
“When Jesus entered the world
everything changed.”
Dec. 13 1:00 PM The Life of Christmas Present
“Jesus is the new way
God is choosing to be with God’s People.”
Dec. 20 1:00 PM The Hope of Christmas Future
“Through faith in Christ, our present, our past,
and our future are held together in grace.”

Isaiah 7:14

Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son,
and will call him Immanuel.

Luke 2:7

and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a
manger, because there was no guest room available for them.
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East Ohio Evangelical Fellowship

Chairperson: Mike Grant Secretary: Doug Beggs
Treasurer: Don Lare Past Chairperson: Jeff Gindlesberger

November 2022

Chairperson’s Note:

No Room In The Tent

When my wife and T were newly married, we bought a three person tent. We thought that it would give
us plenty of room for our twin size air mattress and our stuff. The first time we went camping, we were really
surprised. Our twin air mattress went from wall to wall in the tent. There was no room for our things, and
certainly would not have had room for a third person. Even without the air mattress, I don’t have any idea how
three people could have fit in there. We kept all our things in the car and couldn’t help but feel like we were
sold a bill of goods. What was promoted as being a big enough tent, really wasn’t. I fear that is becoming the
story of the United Methodist Church and it breaks my heart.

We are being told again and again that there is room for all in this Big Tent called the United Methodist
Church. There is plenty of room under the canvas for Progressives, Centrist, and Conservatives (Traditional
Christians) alike. We can all live together in harmony as long as we give one another permission to live as we
choose. I'm just not seeing it. We seem to be putting up a tent just big enough for Progressives and Centrists,
but the Traditional Christians have to sleep in the car.

This is not surprising, because the ground cloth of Pluralism has never been a good base for a tent. I
have heard Seminary Professors, Church officials, and Bishops say for 35 years that we are not a doctrinal
church. The Bishops keep quoting that we have Articles of Religion, but for decades, many have chosen not to
acknowledge or uphold them. If Pluralism (Big Tent) theology is your base, friends, every time it rains, water is
going to come into the tent.

The lack of room under canvas for Traditional Christians was not only on display, it was flaunted and
celebrated in the recent Jurisdictional Conferences. I watched what I could of our North Central Jurisdiction on
line and I have read about the others. Let me share some of the things that were done to marginalize or keep
more traditional believers out of the tent.

There were 13 Bishops elected in the United States. To the best of our understanding, none of them are
Traditional in their theology. The Western Jurisdiction, in violation of the Book of Discipline, elected Cedrick
D. Bridgeforth as the second married, openly gay Bishop. He was introduced with his husband to great
celebration and applause.

All five Jurisdictions passed a resolution clearly targeting Conservatives. The resolution encourages
those who may at some point leave the UMC (Conservatives) to voluntarily remove themselves from all
committees, boards, and agencies, as well as delegations to General and Jurisdictional Conference. There is no
recognition that one can serve faithfully whére they are, even if at some point they may choose to serve
faithfully somewhere else. Conservatives are expected to leave leadership, while those Progressives and
Centrists who are on record as being unwilling to uphold the book of Discipline, are given a pass. This
resolution was titled Leading with Integrity. It does not promote real leadership or true integrity.

Each of the Jurisdictions passed a resolution entitled: Queer Delegates Call to Center Justice and
Empowerment for LGBTQIA+ People In The UMC. This resolution calls for the Bishops to set aside the
legislation passed in 2019 around marriage and ordination. It encourages Bishops to ignore, or resolve without
punishment, all those who disobey the Book of Discipline on LGBTQIA+ matters. It also asks that
Jurisdictional leadership not pursue complaints against Bishops if they disobey their covenant in these areas
alone.






